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Royal Palm Exceptional School‟s 

teachers are degreed and certified in 

their field. We believe that it is impera-

tive to learning that our teachers not 

only be experts in their fields, but ex-

perts with children as well. It is not 

enough to just teach our students...our 

teachers will nurture, encourage, and 

understand the complexities that make 

up an adolescent in today's world. 

Royal Palm School has success at 

the core of this philosophy. We believe 

every child can be successful if given 

the proper opportunity, tools, guidance 

and encouragement. Our students will 

be engaged in work that has intellectual 

merit. They will be challenged to take 

responsibility for their work, to reason, 

organize thoughts and communicate 

well to others. Our teachers will use the 

curriculum taking into account the de-

veloping cognitive capacities of stu-

dents and their differing rates of devel-

opment. 

Royal Palm School believes val-

ues, character, and leadership qualities 

are a must in order for a student to be 

successful in life. We will be teaching 

these values and skills to our students 

while partnering with our community to 

ensure workforce skills are also inher-

ent in our program. 

 

Mr. Perry 

Principal 

Important Dates 
End of Quarter 1éééééééééééééé...éé.October 28 

Professional Duty Day (No School for Studentséééé..October 29 

Hurricane Make-up Dayéééééééé.ééééé...October 30 

Report Card Dayéééééééééé...éé..éé...November 10 

Veteransô Day  (No School)ééééééééé...éé.November 11 

Thanksgiving Holidayéééééééé..é..November 25, 26, & 27 

Interim Report Dayéé..éééééééé.éééé...December 7 

Christmas Vacationéééééééé..é.December 19 - January 3  
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Assistant Principal’s Message 
Conflict exists whenever incompatible activities 

occur.  An activity that is incompatible with another one 

that prevents or interferes with the occurrence or effec-

tiveness of the second activity.  A conflict can be as small 

as a disagreement or as large as a war.  It can originate in 

one person, or between two or more people.  Conflicts are 

abundant in school. 

It is important that at Royal Palm we emphasize 

teaching students how to resolve conflicts posi-

tively.  Schools should realize the benefits of resolving 

conflicts effectively.  To do so, educators must 1) create a 

cooperative context, 2) use academic controversy in the 

classroom 3) teach students to be peacemakers. 

The LEAPS program we use at Royal Palm covers 

many of these areas, but if you would like more informa-

tion on resolving conflict use the following link: 

             

www.co-operation.org/pages/conflicts.html 

 

Robert Moretti 

Assistant Principal 

Royal Palm Schoolôs next School Advisory Meeting of this school year will be held on January 13, 

2010 at 7:00 a.m. in the schoolôs Media Center. This notice is also published on our website, http://

roy.leeschools.net/ 

All teachers of core academic subjects are consid-

ered “Highly Qualified”, in accordance with No Child 

Left Behind legislation, except one. DeShunn Cummings 

has to complete one requirement to be considered Highly 

Qualified. 

The following faculty members are engaged in train-

ing to add the endorsement of English to Speakers of 

Other Languages (ESOL) to their current teaching certifi-

cates; Angela Young, Regina Fairfield, Carianne Stewart, 

Delorice Richardson, Essie Barnes, and Michelle Blewett. 

Out of Field Teachers 

The media center is filled with 

books for all students to enjoy! We 

have fiction, non-fiction, biographies, 

easy readers, hard readers, acceler-

ated readers, literature, history, geog-

raphy, arts, recreation, technology, 

animals, science, and many class sets. 

All teachers are welcome and encour-

aged to visit the media center. The 

media center can be utilized for re-

search projects and class searches for 

materials to match curriculum stan-

dards within the classroom.  

We recently hosted another 

successful book fair. We thank all of 

those who support literacy within our 

school. The theme for this year‟s fall 

book fair was Destination Book Fair. 

We had a student crew this year for 

the first time to help set up and pack 

up the book fair. The student crew did 

an outstanding job! The book fair is 

always an exciting time for students 

and staff. We look forward to its arri-

val and are always sad to see it leave. 

We look forward to our next arriving 

book fair in the spring. 

A great big THANK YOU to 

Oasis Restaurant and the Justice 

Center for being a business partner in 

education and displaying Royal 

Palm‟s One For the Books ! 

Ms. Adams ~ Media Center  

The School Public Accountability Report (SPAR) and Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) for Royal Palm Excep-

tional School is available for review at the school. 

http://www.co-operation.org/pages/conflicts.html
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Guidance ~ Mr. McCarron  

The Guidance Department 

would like to thank the parents, ad-

ministration, staff, and students of 

Royal Palm for their effort and coop-

eration in making our school opening 

as smooth and efficient as was possi-

ble. This year presents many new 

challenges for the Royal Palm family. 

New programs, new and additional 

testing requirements along with a 

greater influx of new students than 

usual will require additional effort to 

meet our high expectations and assure 

our students receive a quality educa-

tion. 

Congratulations to the host of 

Royal Palm students who will be 

returning to Geo Schools through out 

the county. We wish you well and 

feel comfortable that you will be 

successful at your new school. We are 

very proud of each of you. Make 

yourself proud. 

Career Lab ~ Dr. Moore  

The Royal Palm Career Lab is 

really busy this semester. We are 

providing weekly classes for all of 

our middle school students and daily 

classes for Ms. Zigler‟s first period 

high school class. Mr. Cochrane‟s 

students are also frequent visitors to 

the career lab. We are proud to be the 

“home base” for Mr. Pegler and Ms. 

Santini‟s ExTRA program. These 

young people are volunteering at 

several worksites as well as exploring 

the Lee County area for future poten-

tial employment opportunities. 

All transition aged youngsters 

have been encouraged to return a 

Project Transition release signed by 

their parents so our school can invite 

agency representatives to their IEP 

meetings. Students who have submit-

ted these forms will be invited to a 

pancake breakfast. Our local office of 

Vocational Rehabilitation has ex-

pressed an interest in becoming more 

involved with the transition process 

of our students as they change from 

being full time students to becoming 

gainfully employed. 

 

Lastly, the 2009/2010 Pet Part-

ner season will begin with a visit on 

October 29th from Penny the golden 

retriever and her handler Ms. Mary-

anne Mulford. We are looking for-

ward to enjoying visits from our ani-

mal friends and being able to learn 

about careers involving animal care. 

PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE 

34 CFR *300.503 

Dear Parents, 

Your school must give you no-

tice in writing whenever it: 

Proposes to initiate or change the 

identification, evaluation or educa-

tional placement of your child, or the 

provision of a free appropriate public 

education (FAPE) to your child; or 

Refuses to initiate or to change 

the identification, evaluation, or edu-

cational placement of your child or 

the provision of FAPE to your child. 

Any ?‟s please call your Staffing 

Specialist, Jane Reen at 337-3511 

Staffing Specialist ~ Ms. Reen  

The year has just begun…..and 

already I am witnessing gains in read-

ing for students! Thank you to all 

parents, students, and staff who sup-

port the book fair. Destination Book 

Fair was a huge success. Without the 

support of everyone – this would not 

be the case. We had so many entries 

for our writing contest and they were 

all so good it was hard to choose just 

one from each grade level - (I‟m glad 

I was not a judge). Thank you to our 

two judges, Mr. McCarron and Ms. 

Reen! Students wrote about a place 

they would like to visit, real or imag-

ined, and tried to convince a reader to 

go to that place, too. We had students 

write about places like Venice, Sun 

Splash, Disney, Haunted Houses, the 

Land of Video Games, Spectrobes 

and Pokemon worlds, Key West, the 

Beach, Sea World, Wet-N-Wild, 

Wannado City and so much more! I 

was very impressed with the all the 

students and staff who took on the 

writing challenge. What a fantastic 

job! We have some very talented 

writers in our school. Teachers are 

working hard at increasing writing 

skills using writing prompts and the 

Book Fair was happy to support their 

efforts. There were so many books, 

books, books….we all enjoyed every 

minute. 

A Special Thank YOU to OASIS 

Restaurant for displaying our One For 

the Books collection box in the Jus-

tice Center and their restaurant! 

Until Next Time 

Reading Coach ~ Ms. Hickey  
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Room 148 ~ Ms. Wilson - Ms. Jackson  

Room 137 ~ Ms. Young - Ms. Crespo  

Room 146 ~ Ms. Kellum - Ms. Cruzado  

Pre -K, K, and Primary Grades  

 PreK is rocking! We are in the 

full swing of school and getting 

smarter by the day. Alan P., Romeo 

G. and Jabari G. have joined our 

class. We are so glad to have 3 more 

smiling faces. We have been working 

hard on our letters and numbers We 

made caterpillars for the letter C and 

Dancing Donuts for the letter D. We 

also have been practicing our safety 

rules. Michael is now completely 

potty trained! Way to go Michael…

no more Pull Ups!!! Ethan and Ro-

meo are writing their names without 

any assistance. Michael will be enjoy-

ing his 4th birthday on the 11th of 

November. On the 23rd of November, 

Alan turns 4 as well! Guess we will 

all have to run extra hard on the play-

ground to burn off all that birthday 

cake.  

Halloween is on everyone‟s 

mind. We are all trying to decide 

what we want to wear when we knock 

on classroom doors and say, “Trick or 

Treat”. Spiderman is always a favor-

ite. Ashley says she wants to be a 

princess. Bet she will be a pretty one!  

We love our singing time. We 

have a song that taught us all our 

shapes and another that is teaching us 

the days of the week. Our favorite 

song is the Tap Tap Song. 

Whew! We haven‟t stopped 

learning since school opened. We 

completed the first of three new tests 

called FAIR, and we finished the first 

of several tests called Star Early Lit-

eracy, Star Reading, and Star Math. 

Each of these tests are given five 

times in a school year. Each of us are 

working hard and most of us are pass-

ing our reading fluency tests in our 

reading series. Math has been a chal-

lenge due to so many new concepts to 

learn but we continue to move for-

ward. The Book Fair will be over by 

the time this newsletter is published 

but we hope our families choose to 

buy one or more of the books we 

selected. Book fairs are fun and what 

fantastic books! GO READING! 

We have been writing about one 

story per week. Each of us wrote a 

story for the Book Fair. We plan on 

writing more and more as we get 

more comfortable using our great 

brains to generate story ideas. Right 

now our teacher gives us picture 

prompts that have captions already 

Classroom 146 has been work-

ing hard and is learning fun ways to 

do our math, creative writing, read-

ing, science, and social studies. We 

made charts for continent, countries, 

states, and city and were proud to see 

them displayed in the front office. We 

have enjoyed making book covers for 

the Book Fair and also seeing them 

displayed. We are working hard on 

our writing skills and we enjoyed 

writing our stories for the Book Fair 

and we even learned of a new place to 

visit in Florida. We went on the web-

sites to take a tour of each fun place 

to visit the students chose to write 

about. 

We have been fortunate to have 

Ms. Babineau come in every Friday 

to read to our class for 30 min. The 

students really look forward to this 

Room 139 ~ Mrs. Stephens - Ms. Martin  

We have been very busy practic-

ing our reading skills. Focus letters so 

far have been a, m, s, t, r, h, n, b, k 

and m. We also have been practicing 

our sight words and are building word 

family words with short a. Each week 

our class visits the Dunbar Library 

during story time. It‟s good to get out 

in public and practice self-control, 

good manners and appropriate behav-

iors. Two of our favorite stories are 

Jack and the Beanstalk and The Three 

Little Pigs. We have been making 

masks and role-playing story parts. 

Dillon, Dylan, Jonathan, and Forest 

from Ms. Blewett‟s class have visited 

our class to share books. Someday, 

we will be good readers like they are! 

Did you know that our class is partici-

pating in Pizza Hut‟s Book It Pro-

gram? We set monthly reading goals 

and earn certificates for Individual 

Pan Pizzas when we achieve them. 

Ms. Wilson is going to stop by soon 

and listen to us read! 

 

continued on page 15 

continued on page 15 
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Intermediate Grades  

Room 143 ~ Ms. Stewart - Ms. Medina  

Room 141 ~ Ms. Wells - Ms. Harris  

Room 144 ~ Mrs. Rockwell - Mrs. Schiegner  

Mrs. Rockwell‟s class has been 

extremely busy during the first quar-

ter of the school year. We have just 

finished reading the Odyssey in our 

SRA Reading. It was a GREAT story! 

In Language Arts, we have been 

studying prefixes and suffixes, learn-

ing the parts of speech and contrac-

tions. We are learning how to con-

struct a paragraph from notes we take 

about something we are studying. In 

Social Studies we are learning a lot 

about geography. We have been read-

ing about the Native Americans in the 

Desert Southwest, the Northwest 

Coast and the Arctic, and are about to 

begin studying the The Plains Indi-

ans. In Science we had a lot of fun 

studying the Rock Cycle. We even 

made our own Sedimentary Rocks 

using rocks, shells, sand, and glue. In 

Math we‟re working on Division with 

Remainders and writing fractions as 

division problems. Beginning next 

week, Ms. Maggi and Ms. Ronnie 

will be making weekly Pet Partner 

visits with their newly certified dogs, 

Riley and Sadie. We can‟t wait to 

meet the new dogs! 

Quarter 1 has nearly come to an 

end. We now have Alvin leaving the 

Palm for Middle School, and 2 other 

students under contract to leave by 

the first of November. 

During reading class we have 

almost mastered the sounds and we 

will now begin applying those princi-

pals to create real words. Each of us 

have committed to 10 minutes of 

silent reading per day and we have 

challenged ourselves to add an addi-

tional 5 minutes before Thanksgiving. 

In December we will recreate a 

life of a French student as our country 

of discovery for Very Special Arts is 

France. We plan on transforming our 

world into a French country side. We 

shall keep you posted. 

As the class of the Canned Food 

Drive, we have sorted and boxed to 

date 751 cans with another week to 

go. 

Hello, parents, students, and 

staff! We are well into the “swing” of 

things, so to speak. Our emphasis is 

on READING! All students are in 

their appropriate reading groups and 

doing well. Reading Mastery, grade 4 

has proven to be challenging, as more 

written answers are expected. How-

ever, this coursework will prepare our 

fourth grade students for the FLOR-

IDA WRITES and FCAT short re-

sponse answers. In addition, our 

classroom has participated in the 

Book Fair essay contest and we are 

pleased with the results of our entries! 

Will the winner be from our class? 

Maybe, but if not, they are all excel-

lent responses!  

Speaking of the book fair, stu-

dents in 143 are looking for books 

that are included in the AR program. 

This will allow them to earn points 

towards their reading goals, and for 

the Pizza Hut Book-It program. Each 

of these school programs is designed 

to encourage reading. In fact, research 

shows that student achievement is 

significantly bolstered by just 20 

extra minutes of reading each day. 

(Block, 2003) 

Room 311 ~ Mr. Cochrane - Mr. Murph  

In the last few weeks Mr. Murph 

and I have been amazed by changes 

in the attitudes and behaviors of all 

our kids. When someone in class is 

struggling with an issue his class-

mates either try to help, if they can, or 

at least leave the person alone to 

come to terms with the problem by 

themselves. This type of behavior 

demonstrates that two of our class 

rules "MYOB" and "Treat Others As 

You Want To Be Treated" are being 

followed. 

All of our class: Tanner, Em-

manuel, Kemahn, Travis and De-

shawn have pleasantly surprised the 

Time Out 

Staff and Administration too for 

their huge reduction in referrals over 

previous years. We have had only 3 

incidents in school and 4 on the bus 

which is a reduction of 95% com-

pared to last years' record! 

 So please feel free to congratu-

late any of these young men when 

you see them around campus. I think 

they are earning some real respect!     

continued on page 15 
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Middle School  

Room 124 ~ Ms. Young - Ms. Soto  

Room 115 ~ Ms. Allbritten - Ms. Carlson  

The many personalities in room 

124 make an exciting “Reader‟s 

Theater”! Each week the students 

embrace a character and familiarize 

themselves with new vocabulary 

words polishing both comprehension 

and spelling. Our school library has 

an array of scripts that engage the 

students. Therefore, we are never 

bored with our task. Reading is also 

an experience with our school‟s book 

fair. This year‟s theme was 

“Destination Book Fair, Read Around 

the World” .In addition to our daily 

curriculum, with the holidays upon 

us, we are experiencing the gift of 

giving with the Salvation Army 

Canned Food Drive. The students are 

learning that this drive is not just a 

competition among their peers, but a 

campaign to feed the hungry during 

the Thanksgiving and Christmas holi-

days. We are taking the correct strides 

to provide a good education in all 

aspects of life. Let‟s make this a great 

school year!  

The first quarter is quickly com-

ing to a close. We have seen many 

students come and go already. We are 

making great progress in the Lan-

guage program. I am so proud of 

what my "Superstars" can do. We 

managed to complete our FAIR 

TEST . I am very proud to say that I 

was pleased with their willingness to 

give their best effort. We are all 

working toward Level 7 and exiting 

the program. James M. and Cody D. 

are now on level seven. Congrats. 

Brendan N. and Andrew B. are 

quickly approaching as they are on 

Level 6. October is finally here and 

we are looking forward to the holiday 

season. We have many things planned 

and are looking forward to the cooler 

weather. 

Room 150 ~ Mrs. Barnes - Ms. Tindal  

Settling into the routine of our 

schedule was somewhat difficult after 

returning from such a long summer, 

but we did it! 

We have accomplished much 

since the beginning of the school 

year. The students have all completed 

the Florida Assessment in Reading 

(FAIR) for Assessment (1), com-

pleted STAR Reading and Math As-

sessments, and Grade Level Assess-

ments have been administered inter-

mittently during this quarter. 

In our SRA text and workbooks 

we are diligently working on Lesson 

83 and our plans are to complete 

books (B) and (C) before the end of 

the year.  

Currently, we are studying about 

our communities in Social Studies. 

The students had a great time work-

ing on their special projects “My 

Community” which involved depict-

ing what their community looked 

like, illustrating it on a poster, and 

sharing the finished product with the 

class. I„d like to commend all of them 

for their efforts, tenacity and compli-

ance, as this was an over the week-

end assignment. “Way to Go Class”!! 

Reading in Science have been both 

fun and challenging. We are learning 

about the five main parts to the Scien-

tific Method, however, the concept of 

hypothesis requires more attention 

and focus. 

The Royal Palm Book Fair is 

scheduled for the week of October 12, 

2009. Our Wish Lists are filled, and 

we can hardly wait, itôs like Christ-

mas! 

Our class‟ first Field Trip  has 

been scheduled for December 11, 

2009. We will be visiting the Broad-

way Palm Dinner Theatre to see the 

Production of Alice in Wonderland. 

What a fun way to begin the holiday 

season! 

continued on page 15 
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Room 120 ~ Mr. Daly - Ms. Jones  

Room 123 ~ Mr. Cummings - Ms. Newsome  

Room 114 ~ Ms. Fairfield - Mr. Watkins  

The year is off to a fast start and 

our students are trying hard to in-

crease their academics and improve 

their behavior. 

We welcome Mark and will be 

working with him as well as with the 

other students in the class to work 

towards fulfilling their potential in 

both academics and behavior. The 

Salvation Army canned food drive is 

in full swing and we are looking for-

ward to donating cans to help the less 

fortunate. 

We also need your help in bring-

ing back the necessary emergency 

forms the school needs in case some-

thing was to occur. I will be calling 

all our parents to remind them to 

check their students‟ point sheets for 

these important forms. 

We are looking forward to our 

community service project of baking 

pies for the Ft. Myers Mission on 

MLK Blvd. In Reading we are con-

tinuing the use of the LANGUAGE! 

program and the students are giving 

their best efforts to master the skills. 

In math we are learning are increas-

ing our problem solving skills and 

working with fractions to solve prob-

lems. As always if you have any 

questions or need to talk to me about 

your child‟s education please feel free 

to call me at 337-3511.  

Time sure flies when you‟re 

learning and having fun! First quarter 

is nearing its end and we‟ve accom-

plished a great deal. We‟ve also wel-

comed some new additions to the 

class: Tony, Dustin, and Adonis. 

Tony just moved to Florida from 

Ohio and is new to Royal Palm. Dus-

tin and Adonis have come over from 

other classrooms. We are glad to have 

them all with us!  

Decimals have been the topic in 

math for the past few weeks. We‟ve 

covered addition, subtraction, multi-

plication, and division with decimals 

thus far, but will be moving on to 

converting decimals to fractions in 

the very near future. Our science 

lessons have centered on cells, their 

parts, and the various processes that 

occur within them. We‟ve used mi-

croscopes to look at tiny living things 

that live in pond water and compare 

plant and animal cells. Doing experi-

ments and other lab activities has 

been a favorite for many of the stu-

dents. In social studies, we are learn-

ing about the many interesting aspects 

of our plant and how those things 

affect the people of the world. Read-

ing comprehension, vocabulary, and 

writing skills have been the main 

focus of reading and language arts. 

Everyone in class has been making 

great progress. 

In conclusion, I want to con-

gratulate Elie and Marquis who will 

be exiting Royal Palm at the end of 

the quarter. Although they will be 

missed, we wish them the very best at 

their geographical schools. They‟ve 

worked very hard and should be 

proud of themselves! 

For those remaining in class, we 

continue to have very high expecta-

tions. Everyone is capable of making 

it back to his/her geographical school 

when good choices are made. Choice 

truly does determine your future! 

The school year couldn‟t have 

started off any better! The canned 

food drive has started and my class 

has been very generous about helping 

out those in need. Unfortunately, we 

had one student depart which was 

Taudarian. He will be truly missed 

while he‟s in Tampa. Each student 

has really been excelling in all phases 

in the class-room especially in read-

ing and math. Joey has completed all 

levels & subjects in FASTT MATH!  

We have been really trying to 

grasp a lot of the LEAPS activities. 

One of the subjects that I adminis-

tered was Appropriate Conversations 

with different genders and our stu-

dents really interacted in an excep-

tional manner.  
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Room 117 ~ Ms. Richardson - Ms. Thornton  

Room 122 ~ Ms. Blewett - Ms. McMillian  

Room 117 has had a wonderful 

first quarter. A new student, Brenton, 

has been added to our room. Jesus has 

begun to participate in the Extra pro-

gram for the first time and has made 

wonderful progress. 

We have accomplished much. In 

SRA Math we have been working on 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, 

writing factions, short division with 

remainders, reading and writing deci-

mal values, interpreting data, word 

problem, and prime numbers. Read-

ing class has completed Unit 7 in 

Book B which covered the sounds for 

consonants x, g, z, and e, identify 

syllables, wrote plural nouns, third 

person singular, present tense verbs, 

past tense, distinguished homo-

phones, antonyms, synonyms, com-

bined subjects to form a compound 

subject, checked subject-verb agree-

ment, read fluently with inflection, 

phrasing, and expression, selected 

main idea, identified transition words, 

generated sentences, and distin-

guished fact and opinion sentences. In 

science we have learned that all living 

things are made up of cells, and all 

cells need energy, and materials for 

life processes. In Social Studies our 

studies involved geography, the solar 

system, landforms, waterways, and 

the climate. Leaps: taught us to re-

spect ourselves and others, and that 

there is a formula for dealing with 

making mistakes. 

Room 117 hopes to continue this 

success through-out the year. 

In room 122 we are traveling the 

world! Through pen pals! Our class 

has been writing to a group of stu-

dents in Argentina and we are getting 

to know a little bit about what it‟s like 

to live there. Attending our weekly 

Writer‟s Workshop has been helping 

us to improve our writing skills! Not 

only are we writing letters but we are 

starting to draft 5 paragraph essays! 

We are very busy in Reading! We 

have Language! Accelerated Reader! 

Library days! Our students are also 

reading to the younger students dur-

ing their story time. It‟s a great op-

portunity for them to model what 

good readers sound like! We are 

working our way through cells in 

science and through the world‟s land-

scape in social studies! Decimals 

have us enthralled in math and we 

have some pretty cool math programs 

on the computer! All in all we are 

very busy! 

Homework Schedule: Monday-

Thursday. There will be reading/

language arts homework Monday thru 

Thursday. On Monday there will also 

be math homework. On Tuesday 

there will also be either science or 

social studies homework.  

Room 118 ~ Mr. Shell - Ms. Farmer  

We have a great group of stu-

dents in our class this year. Since the 

last Royal Palm Newsletter was pub-

lished, we have had two additions to 

our class. We welcome Detron and 

Nikko. We have been working in 

Book A of the Language Program. 

We are developing the reading skills 

of letter-sound fluency, word fluency 

and phrase fluency. We are currently 

working on our Book Fair writing 

prompts. Students are thinking of all 

the places they have been or would 

like to visit in the future. They each 

chose their own destination. Students‟ 

choices of destination include the 

University of Miami, the San Diego 

Zoo, the cities of Tampa and Miami 

and the state of Iowa. In Science class 

we are studying the four major parts 

of the Earth‟s system. In Social Stud-

ies class we have been studying and 

drawing maps of Florida, the United 

States, and the seven continents of the 

world. We are brushing up on our 

Math computational skills and apply-

ing the proper Math processes to 

word problems. Ms. Farmer and I 

continue to work with our students to 

develop positive social and communi-

cation skills.  
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Room 151 ~ Ms. Cobb - Ms. Harris  

Ms. Cobb is currently out of 

school on a leave of absence. 

Room 116 ~ Mr. Pegler - Ms. Felton  

High School  

We began the year belatedly 

with a new, computerized curriculum, 

the Unique Learning System. The 

program includes both computerized 

lessons, developed each month, and a 

computerized newspaper, published 

each week. The students are learning 

how to make the most of the curricu-

lum utilizing classroom-based com-

puters. The program deals with sci-

ence and math but is heavily engaged 

in reading exercises. It is age-based 

for our older students. We are looking 

forward to moving to the program‟s 

new transition module in January. 

This will more appropriately address 

our students‟ needs to prepare them 

for post-education independence and 

self-reliance.  

Physical Education ~ Mr. Weigand  

We are off to a good start in 

physical education. Students are im-

proving their fitness through their 

daily warmups and various relay 

races. We continue to develop funda-

mental skills in catching, throwing, 

and shooting baskets. The fitness 

center has also opened for students 

age 12 and older with signed permis-

sion slips. Students have worked hard 

there in various weightlifting and 

cardiovascular activities.  

As the weather cools down, 

classes will move outside, giving 

students the chance to participate in 

flag football and other games.  
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Room 313 ~ Mr. Charlton  

Room 314 ~ Mr. Cipriani - Ms. Blue  

The Language! Reading groups 

are working their way productively 

through books B and D. In addition, 

several students, who have come to 

Royal Palm recently, are involved in 

the Literature series. Stefan and 

Ronnie have achieved level 7, a good 

start to the year. 

Several students are involved in 

the ExTRA work experience pro-

gram, going to Publix, Harry Chapin 

Food Bank or an elder care facility.   

Mr. C‟s class has nearly com-

pleted the first of geometry with ex-

cellent results. Students have gained 

FCAT passing material in the areas of 

identifying planes, angles and indenti-

fying postulates that apply to con-

structions. During the 2nd Q. we will 

re-apply pre- algebraic and algebraic 

equations with the expectations of 

succeeding last years FCAT scores.  

To this point most high school 

students have excelled and exceeded 

their expectations.  

Room 112 ~ Ms. Santini - Ms. Kinchen  
The high school students have 

completed three units in biology to 

date. They are moving at a faster pace 

than usual and are starting to explore 

the five kingdoms of life in detail. In 

addition to science, they have „bell 

work” which includes writing exer-

cises. They are about to complete 

their 4th Unit “Writing Details” and 

start the 5th Unit on “Writing Facts 

and Opinions”. Several students com-

pleted the writing prompt for the 

Book Fair contest and we wish them 

good luck.  

Room 316 ~ Ms. Zigler - Ms. Tivis  

As the quarter draws to a close, I 

would first like to recognize students 

who will be exiting Royal Palm to 

attend their choice schools : 

Juan O., Josh V., Alyssia K., 

James B., Tarnisha G., Kenny L., 

Andy S., Dallas H., Jessica S., and 

Stefan C. These students have 

reached level 7 and made great 

strides. We wish them well as they 

begin their new journeys. 

Academically, students have 

been working in our new textbooks 

and seem to be enjoying them. They 

have learned about the resources that 

are available to them, different ways 

to utilize the dictionary, and have 

begun to study the effects of disease, 

drugs and alcohol on their bodies. 

Students will be creating Power Point 

presentations to demonstrate what 

they have learned on each of these 

topics. They will also be learning a 

new strategy to take notes on their 

own when reading material in class.  

Our new reading assessment was 

begun, but not all students have fin-

ished. Those that did, worked very 

hard to do well on this assessment. 

We have hopes that this new program 

will help our students excel on the 

FCAT. 
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Parent Link ~ A connection to your school  

 

PARENTLINK  

 

The new district-wide Parentlink is now available to all parents. It has been imple-

mented to improve student achievement and attendance by facilitating parental 

involvement with student grades, homework, and attendance.  

 

The following two communication methods are available: 

 

Phone 239-337-3347 Parentlink Phone Number 

 

Parents can call in to check information about their student as well as leave a mes-

sage for the teacher. 

 

WEB http://Parentlink.LeeSchools.Net This will take you to the Parentlink Web 

site. 

 

o Parent Login ID starts with the 8 digit student id of the oldest child in the Lee 

County School District.followed by the parentôs first initial and last initial Ex. 

12345678FL 

Parent Password is the birthdate of the oldest child in the Lee County School Dis-

trict in the format MMDDYY.  

 

For assistance do not hesitate to call or e-mail Doug Goldman at the school. 337-

3511 or dougeg@leeschools.net 

 

If you have not updated your contact information; address, work and home tele-

phone numbers, daytime emergency numbers, and e-mail address, please contact 

the school as soon as possible. We can never predict when the need to make quick 

contact with a parent will arise. 

http://parentlink.leeschools.net/
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Ms. Young continued from page 4  

written for us to write about for prac-

tice. Eventually prompts will be with-

drawn and we will be own our own. 

YIKES! We have started planning 

our activities for Very Special Arts to 

be held in December, and have al-

ready chosen a topic for the 2010 

Science Fair. Mr. Moore – Thank you 

for the loan of a beautiful doll house. 

We will do our best to take good care 

of it for you. 

Ms. Kellum continued from page 4  

and she has donated great books to 

our personal classroom library. Thank 

you so much Ms. Babineau. We wel-

come all parents/guardians to our 

class and would love to have more 

readers. We had two parents come for 

the Family Connections and the chil-

dren loved making their books. We 

would like to encourage more parents 

to come. It was fun and so good for 

the students!!! 

We are working on our behav-

iors with 5 students are on level seven 

and one on level six.  

In December our class will be 

joining Ms. Barnes and Ms. Tindal on 

a field trip to the Broadway Palm 

Theatre to see Alice In Wonderland. 

We are looking forward to this trip 

and have been discussing the book 

which was written by Lewis Carroll. 

It is a great introduction to fantasy 

genre and also a good introduction to 

narrative course and structure. Parents 

and Guardians are welcome to come 

with us! 

Our vocabulary word wall is 

growing quickly. We are learning 

great words with Empathy leading the 

list. We have a contest each month to 

see which student knows the meaning 

of the most words. Dannaray won for 

the month of September with Josh 

close behind. Who will be the next 

winners??? The race is on!! 

So far our class is the leader in 

elementary for the Canned Food 

Drive. We have been discussing the 

importance of empathy, sharing, and 

donating and how helping others is 

not only important but also helps us 

to feel good about ourselves. We have 

been exploring the meaning of empa-

thy and how giving is so much more 

rewarding than taking. We have been 

tying this in with our Learning for 

Life series and Social Studies. 

Ms. Stewart continued from page 5  

The following excerpt is from 

The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim 

Trelease. This year our goal is to 

promote and embody these thoughts.  

ñThe more you read, the better 

you get at it; the better you get at it, 

the more you like it; the more you 

like it, the more you do it. The 

more you read, the more you know; 

the more you know, the smarter 

you grow.ò 

Find out for yourselves how true 

the above statement is. Read at 

school. Read at home. Just read!! 

Ms. Barnes continued from page 6  

Upcoming Class Events: 

Ĉ Jack R. (exit) Celebration 

October 28, 2009 

Ĉ Reader‟s Theatre Produc-

tion (Mutant Bug) October 

28, 2009 

Ĉ VSA Week (chosen country

- Canada) TBA 
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